HALTON ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STUDY
GUIDELINE UPDATE

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER
OCTOBER 3, 2019
7:00 – 9:00 pm

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER (PIC) OVERVIEW
PURPOSE OF THE MEETING
•
•
•

Present the proposed updates to the 2014 Environmental Assessment Guideline to
members of the public and stakeholders.
Hear feedback on the proposed updates.
Obtain suggestions for how the updates could be refined.

•
•

dfsdfsdfsdf
Information panels are grouped by update theme.

AGENDA
7:00 – 7:15
7:30 – 7:50
7:50 – 8:20
8:20 – 9:00

Open House
Presentation
Facilitated Question Period
Open House

YOUR ROLE
•
•
•

Review the material presented and/or listen to the presentation.
Provide feedback on the proposed updates.
Provide constructive suggestions to assist the Project Team in refining the updates.

INFORMATION PANELS

MATERIALS TABLE

PRESENTATION

ONLINE

Available
Information
Sources

• Grouped by theme
• Expanded information on the
project and proposed updates

• Hardcopies of the updated
Guideline for review (onsite)

• Overview of project and
proposed updates.

• Updated guideline available for
review.

Feedback
Options

• Feedback panels: add sticky
notes with your comments and
suggestions

• Hardcopy feedback forms: fill
out paper forms and submit
your comments and
suggestions

• Question Period: opportunity
to ask questions about the
proposed updates

• Downloadable feedback form:
complete form and submit by
email to:
eiaguideline@halton.ca

PROJECT OVERVIEW
PROJECT PROCESS
PART 1: PRACTICE REVIEW & CONSULTATION

• The Guideline update was informed by a review of current practices (e.g., other municipalities, best
practices) and a review and assessment of a set of sample EIAs submitted under the 2014 Guideline.
• Local Municipalities, Agencies* and industry consultants were consulted on the current Guideline, the
EIA process and EIAs to identify opportunities for improvement through the update process.

PART 2: RECOMMENDED UPDATES
• Information gathered through Part 1 was documented in the Background Report and Recommended
Updates were identified.
• Municipalities and Agencies were consulted on the recommended updates to ensure direction from
Part 1 was captured in the recommendations.

PART 1
PRACTICE REVIEW
•
•
•

PART 2

Best Practices
Sample EIAs
Other Municipalities

BACKGROUND REPORT

CONSULTATION
•
•

Areas for Improvement
Municipalities, Agencies*, Industry

Practice Review Summary
Consultation Summary

•

Recommended Updates

DRAFT UPDATED EIA
GUIDELINE

PART 3: DRAFT UPDATED GUIDELINE
• The Draft Updated EIA Guideline was updated, tools and templates were prepared in support of the
updates.
• The Draft Updated EIA Guideline is presented to the Public, Agencies, Industry and Committees for
review and feedback on the recommended update(s).

PART 4: FINAL UPDATED GUIDELINE

•
•

ENGAGEMENT
•
•
•

Background Report Review
Recommended Updates
Municipalities, Agencies*

PART 3

CONSULTATION
•

Public, Committees,
Agencies*, Industry

FINAL UPDATED EIA
GUIDELINE
PART 4

• Input received through Part 3 consultation is reviewed and recommendations integrated, as
appropriate.
• Final Updated Guideline is prepared and presented to council.
• Guideline is adopted by Council and comes into effect.

*Conservation Authorities, Niagara
Escarpment Commission, Ministry of
Environment, Conservation and Parks
(MECP), and Ministry of Natural
Resources and Forestry (MNRF)

COUNCIL ADOPTION

PROJECT TIMELINE
PART 1
Project
Initiation

2019

Best Practice Review &
Jurisdictional Scan

Identify Updates,
Tools & Templates

January - March

Background Report
(Recommended Changes)

April - June

Stakeholder
Consultation:
Challenges & Opportunities

Agency
Workshop

Industry
Consultation

Engagement:
Background Report

PART 4

PART 3

PART 2
Prepare Draft
Updated EIA Guideline

Prepare Final
Updated EIA Guideline

July - September

Circulate Draft
Updated EIA
Guideline
(Agencies)

October - December

Online Engagement Period
(ends November 3, 2019)

Committees: NHAC, HAAC
Consultation
Draft Updated
EIA Guideline

Agency Engagement
Public Information Center
Industry Consultation:
HDLC, BILD

NATURAL HERITAGE IN HALTON
NATURAL HERITAGE IN HALTON REGION
The Regional Official Plan Natural Heritage System (NHS) Policies use a systems-based approach to NHS planning,
assessment and protection in Halton. Through these policies, approximately 50% of the Region was identified as part of
the NHS and represent protected natural heritage features and functions.
Halton’s NHS is comprised of two major components: the Regional Natural Heritage System (RNHS) and the Greenbelt
Natural Heritage System (GBNHS)
Within rural areas of Halton Region, agricultural land use and the NHS coexist; the NHS is not intended to restrict
normal farm practices.
ROP policies protect the NHS, its features and its functions. For project(s) adjacent to the NHS, the ROP requires
demonstration of no negative impact to the NHS.

AN INTRODUCTION TO ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS (EIA)
WHAT IS AN EIA?
•
•

An EIA is a study that assesses the potential impacts of a proposed development or site alteration and considers
whether a proposed project meets the no negative impact test required by the ROP.
An EIA looks at natural heritage and hydrologic (water) features to determine their current condition, their
significance under applicable policies and plans, and considers potential impacts, mitigation measures to address
those impacts and any monitoring that may required to track the function of mitigation measures.

WHY IS AN EIA NEEDED?
•

•
•

Where development or site alteration may affect significant natural features and functions, Provincial and Regional
policies require that it be demonstrated that no negative impact will occur.
An EIA provides the process through which appropriate assessments and analyses can be undertaken, and
actions identified to mitigate potential impacts.
The conclusions of an EIA inform decision-making for Local Area Municipalities, Agencies and the Region.

WHEN IS AN EIA REQUIRED?
•
•
•
•

An EIA is triggered when development or site alteration is proposed within, or adjacent to the NHS or an
unmapped Key Feature (confirmed or potential).
Key Features includes those natural features that are considered significant features within the NHS (e.g.,
significant woodlands, significant wildlife habitat)
Some projects may be exempt from the EIA requirement and are screened out of the EIA process.
Small and low risk projects may have the EIA requirement waived where there is confidence that the project will
not impact the NHS.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA) IN HALTON
THE EIA GUIDELINE
WHAT IS THE EIA GUIDELINE?
•
•

WHO IS THE GUIDELINE FOR?
•
•
•
•

The Guideline is an implementation tool for preparing and reviewing EIAs within the Region that:
o Provides information on the EIA process and technical direction for preparing and EIA.
o Sets out a consistent set of expectations for all parties involved in the EIA process.
Halton’s current EIA Guideline was approved in 2014.

Landowners
Industry
Municipalities & Agencies
EIA Practitioners

THE 2014 GUIDELINE IN PRACTICE
• The Guideline has been an effective tool for guiding and supporting the impact assessment process in Halton.
• The 2014 Guideline has been in use for approximately 5 years; figures below show statistics for EIAs triggered in Halton under the current Guideline.
Non-Agricultural EIAs

Agricultural EIAs

Triggered EIAs

Submitted

Did Not Proceed

180

53%

96

28%

19%

63

Outcome

Outcome

Waived

339

Triggered EIAs

10

Waived / In-Kind Support

10

Submitted

0

Did Not Proceed

0

UPDATING THE GUIDELINE
WHY ARE THE GUIDELINES BEING UPDATED
An update to the Guideline is being undertaken to meet the following objectives:
• Compliance with current provincial plans and guidance
• Conformity / alignment with the current in-force Regional Official Plan (ROP)
• Improve the quality and consistency of submitted Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA)
• Improve the EIA Process

The update to the EIA Guideline is
independent of the Regional Official Plan
Review Process

PROPOSED UPDATED EIA GUIDELINE
AUDIENCE, LAYOUT & ORGANIZATION
AUDIENCE AND USE FOCUSED
The Guideline has been organized into three sections, each with a specific focus. The sections divide the Guideline to provide general information, process information and technical content in
clearly delineated sections. Content has been streamlined to reduce text, use descriptive diagrams and tables and move detailed technical content into appendices, where possible.
Section 1 | EIA Primer

Section 2 | EIA Process

Section 3 | EIA Content

This section contains a high-level, plain language
overview of what an EIA is, why and when they
are needed, who can complete them and how
they fit into the development process.

This section provides an overview of the EIA
process, roles and responsibilities of stakeholders
involved in the EIA process, etc.

This section provides direction on the technical
content and approach to completing an EIA,
including minimum submission requirements for a
complete EIA.

Landowners, Public

Development or Site Alteration Applicants, Local
Municipalities, Agencies, EIA Practitioners

Local Municipalities, Agencies, EIA Practitioners

Primary Audience

POLICY & TECHNICAL UPDATES
POLICY UPDATES

TECHNICAL UPDATES

The Guideline has been updated to reflect current policies and plans:
• Regional Official Plan (ROPA #38)
• Provincial Policy Statement 2014
• Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (2019)
• Greenbelt Plan (2017)
• Niagara Escarpment Plan (2017)

Minor updates have been made to include current guidance documents and practices.
• Information sources
• Methods
• Reference documents (e.g. Significant Wildlife Habitat Mitigation Support Tool)

PROPOSED UPDATED EIA GUIDELINE
ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES
DEDICATED SECTIONS
The updated Guideline includes dedicated sections outlining Agency roles & responsibilities and the role of the proponent in the EIA process. A table outlining the role of each agency (e.g.,
Lead Planning Authority, Conservation Authority, etc.) in the EIA process has been added. An example section of the table is provided below.

FEEDBACK
AUDIENCE, LAYOUT & ORGANIZATION
Do the three sections provide a good breakdown of
information?

Will the revised layout / organization help you easily find
information of interest to you?

What suggestions, if any do you have to improve the
layout or organization of the Guideline.

ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES
Do the dedicated sections and table (agencies) provide clarity on the roles and
responsibilities for the EIA process?

What suggestions, if any do you have to improve the roles & responsibilities
section?

PROPOSED UPDATED EIA GUIDELINE
EIA PROCESS
STEP-BY-STEP PROCESS DESCRIPTION
Part 2 of the updated Guideline is dedicated to outlining the EIA process with step-by-step sections. Figures have been added which show how the EIA process aligns with Planning Act and
Non-Planning Act applications, a high-level overview of EIA process steps and a detailed process-flow diagram.
The EIA process consists of five steps: Project Screening, Scoping, Information Gathering & Draft EIA Preparation, Draft EIA Submission, and Final EIA Submission. Diagrams from the
updated Guideline outlining the process are provided below.

PROPOSED UPDATED EIA GUIDELINE
EIA PROCESS
STEP 1 | PROJECT SCREENING
OVERVIEW:
Projects are screened against EIA triggers and whether the project is exempt from the EIA requirement (ROP sections 118(3), 118(3.1)
and 139.3.7). Project screening also considers whether a project can be modified to avoid a trigger or have the EIA requirement waived.
Where the requirement for an EIA is confirmed, the project proceeds through he remainder of the process (i.e., Steps 2 through 5).
Based on implementation of the 2014 Guideline, approximately half of all projects that trigger the EIA process will not proceed past Step
1 (Project Screening).
The screening process is shown on the adjacent figure.
EIA TRIGGER DIAGRAMS

Agricultural Projects

Non-Agricultural Projects

New trigger diagrams have been developed for the updated guideline which illustratively show the EIA triggers in ROP sections 118(3),
118(3.1) ad 139.3.7.

FEEDBACK
EIA PROCESS – OVERVIEW
Do the EIA process diagrams clarify the EIA process?

Do they provide a suitable level of information?

What suggestions, if any do you have to improve the
layout or organization of the Guideline.

EIA PROCESS – PROJECT SCREENING
Do the trigger diagrams clearly communicate the EIA triggers?

What suggestions, if any do you have to improve the trigger diagrams?

PROPOSED UPDATED EIA GUIDELINE
EIA PROCESS
STEP 1 | PROJECT SCREENING
WAIVING ASSESSMENT
The updated Guideline includes a waiving
assessment to assist proponents and agencies in
consistently assessing projects for suitability for
waiving.
Where an EIA is triggered, the requirement for an
EIA may be waived for small to moderate scale
projects that have a low (or no) risk of negatively
impacting Halton’s NHS.
The waiving assessment must identify basic project
information and the planning context for the
proposed development or site alteration and identify
the natural environment features present on and / or
adjacent to the proposed project.
Some projects may qualify as ‘No-Risk and Low-Risk
Projects’. These projects can be assessed with basic
knowledge and without a site visit. Project that do
not meet the criteria set out under ‘No-Risk and LowRisk Projects’ may proceed through the ‘Other
Eligible Projects’ assessment to determine if the EIA
requirement can be waived.
A higher level of natural heritage and impact
assessment knowledge is required to complete the
‘Other Eligible Projects’ assessment. A site visit may
be required to inform the assessment process.
Where a project, as submitted does not meet
waiving requirements, modifications may be
requested to allow project waiving. Plans may need
to be re-submitted for confirmation before waiving is
confirmed.

Project is eligible for waiving
(Table 1 | Eligible Projects)
Identifies policies and plans that apply to the project site as
well as current conditions on and surrounding the site.

No

Proceed to Scoping
(Step 2)

Yes

EIA WAIVED
Meets no negative impact
requirement.
Identify waiving conditions;
project proceeds.

PART 1 | PROJECT
INFORMATION & SITE CONTEXT
Identifies what environmental features are present on the
project site to inform the waiving assessment (Part 3).

Provides a set of criteria for no and low-risk projects and an
assessment tool for other eligible projects. This section
makes results in a determination on whether the EIA
requirement can be waived for a project.

PART 2 | ENVIRONMENTAL
FEATURES

PART 3 | WAIVING ASSESSMENT

No-Risk and LowRisk Projects
Projects with minimum potential to impact the NHS. They
can be screened without a site visit where they meet the
criteria set out in the tool.

Projects must meet the requirements of both the Primary
and Secondary criteria to provide an acceptable level of
confidence that there will be no negative impact to the
NHS.

MODIFICATION REQUESTED
Modification requested to allow
project to meet waiving
requirements.
Waiving decision pending review
of modification.

No

Other Eligible
Projects

Yes
Meets Primary
Criteria

No

Feature sensitivity to
development

FISH HABITAT
Confirmation project meets selfassessment process required.
Waiving decision pending
confirmation.

Yes
Meets Secondary
Criteria

No

Yes
EIA WAIVED
Meets no negative impact
requirement.
Complete Potential Impact &
Mitigation Table, identify waiving
conditions; project proceeds.

Proposed Buffers

Potential Impact &
Mitigation Table

SPECIES AT RISK
Confirmation project does not
contravene ESA 2007 required.
Waiving decision pending
confirmation.

EIA REQUIRED
Waiving is not appropriate. An
EIA is required.
Proceed to Step 2 | Scoping.

PROPOSED UPDATED EIA GUIDELINE
EIA PROCESS
STEP 1 | PROJECT SCREENING
WAIVING ASSESSMENT TOOL

FEEDBACK
EIA PROCESS – WAIVING ASSESSMENT
Does the proposed waiving assessment tool provide clear
direction on how waiving is to be undertaken?

Does the waiving assessment tool provide appropriate
information to support a waiving assessment?

What suggestions, if any do you have to improve the the
Guideline.

PROPOSED UPDATED EIA GUIDELINE
EIA TOOLS & TEMPLATES
TOOLS, TEMPLATES & REFERENCES IN THE UPDATED GUIDELINE

MOVED OR REMOVED ITEMS FROM THE 2014 GUIDELINE

The updated Guideline includes updated tools and templates from the 2014 Guideline, has replaced some with
updated tools, and adds new tools & templates to meet the objectives of improving the EIA process and / or
improving the quality and consistency of submitted EIAs. Tools & templates in the updated Guideline are presented
with connections to the step of the EIA process they support.

The following tool, provided in the 2014 Guideline has not been
carried forward to the updated Guideline.

TOOLS & TEMPLATES
Waiving Assessment Tool

EIA PROCESS STEP

Step 1 | Project Screening

EIA Scoping and Terms of Reference
Checklist

Species at Risk Screening Table

REFERENCE INFORMATION
Definitions

Contact Information for Planning
Approval Authorities and Agencies

Step 2 | EIA Scoping
List of Background Information Sources

Significant Wildlife Habitat Assessment
Table
Impact Assessment, Mitigation Measures
and Residual Impacts Table Example
Template

Step 3 | Information
Gathering and Draft EIA
Preparation

Screening & Scoping Checklist for
Agricultural Buildings

The ‘Screening & Scoping Checklist for Agricultural Buildings’ has
been replaced by the introduction of the ‘Waiving Assessment Tool’
and ‘EIA Scoping and Terms of Reference Checklist’. These updated
tools apply to all project types and agricultural projects (e.g. buildings)
were specifically considered in their development.

Common Methods
Trigger Diagrams
Potential Environmental Impacts

EIA Submission Checklist

Step 4 | Draft EIA
Submission
Potential Mitigation Measures

EIA Comment Response Table Template

EIA Final Submission Package Checklist

Step 5 | Final EIA
Submission

Maps from the Region’s Official Plan

The waiving assessment tool is presented on another panel. The remaining tools, templates, templates and
reference materials can be viewed at the materials table and online at www.halton.ca.

In the 2014 EIA Guideline, trigger diagrams were provided in an
appendix. The updated guideline includes new trigger diagrams; these
are included within the main body text rather than as an appendix.

FEEDBACK
TOOLS, TEMPLATES & INFORMATION
In your opinion, will the new tools added to the Guideline
improve the EIA process?

In your opinion, will the new tools added to the Guideline
improve the EIA quality?

What suggestions, if any do you have to improve the trigger diagrams?

In your opinion, do the checklists clearly communicate
what is required for:
A) complete EIA?
B) The final EIA submission package?

NEXT STEPS
CONSULTING ON THE DRAFT UPDATED GUIDELINE
PUBLIC

HALTON ADVISORY
COMMITTEES

Halton Agricultural
Advisory
Committee(HAAC)

Natural Heritage
Advisory Committee
(NHAC)

INDUSTRY

AGENCIES AND
MUNICIPALITIES

Halton Developers
Liaison Committee
(HDLC)

Presentations are being
given for each of the
identified groups .
Comments can be sent to
eiaguideline@halton.ca

Consultation across
the groups identified
will provide insight
across the range of
end users for the
Guideline.

FEEDBACK
As a member of the Halton Community, your feedback on the proposed updated Guideline is important. Your role at this public meeting is to provide your comments on the proposed Guideline
and provide any suggestions on how the proposed update(s) could be refined and improved. Please take a few moment of your time to offer your feedback. The feedback options are
summarized below.

AT THE PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTER

ONLINE

You can provide your input while attending this meeting by:
• Adding your thoughts and comments to the feedback boards
throughout these panels.
• Fill out a paper copy of the feedback form at the Material Table
• Speak with members of the project team.

If you would like additional time to review the updated Guideline, or consider what
has been presented today, you can provide your feedback online by downloading
the feedback form at: www.halton.ca
Completed feedback forms can be sent to eiaguideline@halton.ca or be mailed
(mailing address provided on the form).
Complete copies of the draft proposed Guideline can be downloaded at the link
provided.

FINALIZING THE GUIDELINE
• After the comment period closes, comments and suggestions will be reviewed and recommendations incorporated, as appropriate.
• The final draft of the updated EIA Guideline will then be presented to council for review and approval.

• Upon approval of the Guideline, it will become the current and in-use Guidance document for EIAs in Halton.

NOTE:
Feedback period ends
November 3, 2019
Be sure to provide your
comments and thoughts
before this date.

