
Coverage 
of Drug Costs 

2026 

Fast Facts 
Older Adult Advisory Committee 

(OAAC) 

Other Programs 
New Drug Funding Program (NDFP) 
Administered by Cancer Care Ontario and 
provides funding for new and approved 
intravenous cancer drugs administered in 
hospitals or regional cancer centres. 

Visudyne Program 
Qualifying individuals may have 
the full cost of the drug Verteporfin, 
which slows the advancement of 
age-related eye conditions (macular 
degeneration) covered. 

Inherited Metabolic Diseases 
(IMD) Program 
Covers the full cost of certain outpatient 
drugs, supplements and specialty foods 
used to treat specific inherited metabolic 
disorders. 

Private Insurance 
Some private insurance programs may 
cover drugs not covered by the Ontario 
Drug Benefit (ODB) Program. 

Some programs have co-ordination 
benefits with ODB providing primary 
coverage and private insurance 
being secondary. 

Prescription-related Tips 
Pharmacies may offer free medication 
delivery, blister packs and reduced co-
payments for older adults. Discuss your needs 
with your pharmacist. 

Obtain all prescriptions from a single 
pharmacy to prevent harmful interactions or 
side effects. 

MedsCheck allows you to schedule a free, 30 
minute, annual discussion with a pharmacist 
to review all of your prescription, over-the- 
counter and alternative medications. 

First-time prescriptions usually include a 
maximum 30-day supply. If tolerated well 
and is suitable for ongoing use, refills can be 
increased to a 3 month supply. 

Pharmacies allow vacation supplies if you are 
leaving the province for 100 days or more. 
Prescriptions can be filled for up to 200 days. 
Extra co- payments may apply. 

Always carry a list (or photos) of your 
medications (prescription, over the counter, 
and supplements) with you. Include generic 
drug names should you need to replenish 
your supply (lost luggage, longer stay than 
planned, etc.). 

Local Pharmacists 
• Provide help with information 

& applications. 

• Safely dispose of old medications. 

• Provide sharps containers for safe 
needle disposal. 

• Can diagnose many minor ailments and 
prescribe medications.  Example: UTI, 
pink eye, allergies, tick bite, skin 
rash, hemorroids. 

• Prescribe some travel medications 

• Administer some vaccinations 

Health 811 is a free 24/7 service 
providing confidential health advice 
from a registered nurse. 
Use Health 811 to: 

• Apply for a Health Card 

• Check coverage for prescriptions 
and Assistive Devices 

• Find Health and Community 
Services 

• Find a Doctor 

• Check Symptoms 

• and more 

For more information, 
visit www.halton.ca or call 311. 

www.ontario.ca/page/pharmacies 
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Programs 
The province of Ontario funds four major 
programs to help cover the costs of drugs. Your 
pharmacist can help with information and 
your application. 

1| The Ontario Drug Benefit 
(ODB) Program 

Eligibility (one of the following) 

• Age 65 or older with a valid Ontario Health 
Card. (Coverage will begin the first day of 
the month following the client’s birthdate) 

• A resident of a long-term care or specialty 
care home. 

• Those receiving professional services from 
Ontario Health atHome. 

• Recipients of The Trillium Drug Program. 

• Those receiving social assistance. 

What is covered? 

• Approximately 5,000 prescription drugs. 

• Some diabetes monitoring products 

• Some nutritional products (if sole source) 

• Some AIDS treatment drugs 

• Epinephrine injection products 

• Some OTC drugs (special situations) 

• Some drugs used in palliative care 

ODB covers the generic form of the brand name 
drug.  If you’ve had adverse reactions to at 
least 2 generics, the prescriber must complete 
an Adverse Reaction Reporting Form before 
the ODB will consider covering the brand-
name drug. 

To be covered for a brand name drug, your 
prescriber needs to complete a Side Effects 
Reporting form and specify “no substitution” 
on the prescription. 

For more information Call 811 
www.ontario.ca 
(search: Ontario Drug Benefit Program) 

Ontario Drug Benefit Copayment 

The portion of coverage for prescription-drug 
costs is based on your annual income and 
marital status. 

Higher income adults pay an annual $100 
deductible starting August 1st each year.  
After that a maximum $6.11 copay for eligible 
prescriptions is charged for the remainder 
of the year. 

Lower income adults can apply for the 
Seniors Copayment Plan.  If approved, 
an individual will not pay the $100.00 
deductible.  A copayment of up to $2 is 
applied to eligible prescriptions. 

For more information Call 811 
www.ontario.ca 
(search: Seniors Copayment Plan) 

2| The Trillium Drug Program (TDP) 

This applies to households that have high 
drug costs relative to income. 

If you are covered by ODB you are not eligible 
to apply to the Trillium Drug Program. 

For more information Call 811 
www.ontario.ca 
(search: Trillium Drug Program) 

3| The Exceptional Access 
Program (EAP) 

This program facilitates patient access to 
drugs not funded on the Ontario Drug 
Benefit Formulary. 

What is covered? 

When there are no other treatments or there 
are newly approved drugs, the cost of drugs 
not covered by the ODB Program may be 
covered by EAP. 

A physician must submit the request. 

Similar to ODB, a deductible and copayments 
may apply. 

For more information Call 811 
www.ontario.ca 
(search: Exceptional Access Program) 

4| The Special Drugs Program (SDP) 

The Special Drugs Program may cover the full 
cost of certain outpatient drugs used in the 
treatment of specific conditions. 

To qualify, Ontario residents must have a 
valid OHIP card and meet the established 
clinical criteria or be approved by a 
designated centre or physician for a 
specific drug. 

A physician must submit the request. 

What is covered?  (SDP) 

The following or conditions or diseases are 
included in the Special Drugs Program: 

• Cystic Fibrosis 

• Thalassemia 

• HIV infection (AZT) 

• End Stage Renal Disease 

• Cyclosporine for solid organ or bone 
marrow transplants 

• Human Growth Hormone for children 
with growth failure 

• Schizophrenia (Clozapine) 

• Gaucher’s disease 

• There is no deductible or copayment 
for this program 

For more information Call 811 
www.ontario.ca 
(search: Special Drugs Program Program) 

Service Ontario Infoline 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1-866-532-3161 

TTY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1-800-387-5559 
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