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Accessory buildings or structures (ROP): 
A detached building or structure that is 
not used for human habitation, the use of 
which is naturally and normally inciden-
tal to, subordinate to, or exclusively de-
voted to a principal use or building and 
located on the same lot.

Active Transportation (ROP): Non-mo-
torized or lightly-motorized travel, includ-
ing walking, cycling, roller-blading and 
movements with mobility devices. The 
active transportation network includes 
sidewalks, crosswalks, designated road 
lanes and off-road trails to accommodate 
active transportation.

Active Transportation (PPS): Human-
powered travel, including but not lim-
ited to, walking, cycling, inline skating 
and travel with the use of mobility aids, 
including motorized wheelchairs and 
other power-assisted devices moving at 
a comparable speed.

Adjacent lands (PPS): a) For the purposes 
of policy 1.6.8.3, those lands contiguous 
to existing or planned corridors and trans-
portation facilities where development 
would have a negative impact on the cor-
ridor or facility. The extent of the adjacent 
lands may be recommended in guidelines 
developed by the Province or based on 
municipal approaches that achieve the 
same objectives; b) For the purposes of 
policy 2.1.8, those lands contiguous to a 
specific natural heritage feature or area 
where it is likely that development or site 
alteration would have a negative impact 
on the feature or area. The extent of the 
adjacent lands may be recommended by 
the Province or based on municipal ap-
proaches which achieve the same objec-
tives; d) For the purposes of policy 2.6.3, 
those lands contiguous to a protected her-
itage property or as otherwise defined in 
the municipal official plan.

Adverse effects (PPS): As defined in the 
Environmental Protection Act, means one 
or more of: a) impairment of the quality 
of the natural environment for any use 
that can be made of it; b) injury or dam-
age to property or plant or animal life; c) 
harm or material discomfort to any per-
son; d) an adverse effect on the health of 
any person; e) impairment of the safety 
of any person; f) rendering any property 
or plant or animal life unfit for human 
use; g) loss of enjoyment of normal use 
of property; and h) interference with nor-
mal conduct of business.

Affordable (GP): a) In the case of own-
ership housing, the least expensive of: 
1. housing for which the purchase price 
results in annual accommodation costs 
which do not exceed 30 per cent of gross 
annual household income for low and 
moderate income households; or 2. hous-
ing for which the purchase price is at least 
10 per cent below the average purchase 
price of a resale unit in the regional mar-
ket area; b) in the case of rental housing, 
the least expensive of: 1. a unit for which 
the rent does not exceed	30 per cent of 
gross annual  household income for low 
and moderate income households; or 2. a 
unit for which the rent is at or below the 
average market rent of a unit in the re-
gional market area. For the purposes of 
this definition: Low and moderate income 
households means, in the case of owner-
ship housing, households with incomes 
in the lowest 60 per cent of the income 
distribution for the regional market area; 
or in the case of rental housing, house-
holds with incomes in the lowest 60 per 
cent of the income distribution for renter 
households for the regional market area 
(Provincial Policy Statement, 2005).

Agricultural (ROP): The growth of crops, 
including nursery and horticultural crops 
(but not horticultural trade use); raising 
of livestock; raising of other animals for 
food, fur or fibre, including poultry and 

fish; aquaculture; apiaries; agro-forestry; 
maple syrup production; and associated 
on-farm buildings and structures, including 
accommodation for full-time farm labour 
when the size and nature of the operation 
requires additional employment.

Airports (PPS): All Ontario airports, includ-
ing designated lands for future airports, 
with Noise Exposure Forecast (NEF)/Noise 
Exposure Projection (NEP) mapping.

Archaeological resources (PPS): In-
cludes artifacts, archaeological sites, ma-
rine archaeological sites, as defined under 
the Ontario Heritage Act. The identifica-
tion and evaluation of such resources are 
based upon archaeological fieldwork un-
dertaken in accordance with the Ontario 
Heritage Act.

Area-specific plans (ROP): A Local Of-
ficial Plan Amendment applying to a 
specific geographic area such as a sec-
ondary plan or a Regional Official Plan 
Amendment applying to a specific geo-
graphic area.

Areas of archaeological potential (PPS): 
Areas with the likelihood to contain ar-
chaeological resources. Methods to 
identify archaeological potential are es-
tablished by the Province, but municipal 
approaches which achieve the same ob-
jectives may also be used. The Ontario 
Heritage Act requires archaeological po-
tential to be confirmed through archae-
ological fieldwork.

Arterial roads (ROP): A Major Arterial, 
a Multi-Purpose Arterial, or a Minor Ar-
terial as shown on Map 3 of this Plan 
(the ROP).

Brownfield sites (PPS): Undeveloped 
or previously developed properties that 
may be contaminated. They are usually, 
but not exclusively, former industrial or 
commercial properties that may be un-
derutilized, derelict or vacant.

Glossary
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Buffer (ROP): An area of land located ad-
jacent to Key Features or watercourses and 
usually bordering lands that are subject 
to development or site alteration. The 
purpose of the buffer is to protect the 
features and ecological functions of the 
Regional Natural Heritage System by mit-
igating impacts of the proposed develop-
ment or site alteration. The extent of the 
buffer and activities that may be permit-
ted within it shall be based on the sensi-
tivity and significance of the Key Features 
and watercourses and their contribution 
to the long term ecological functions of 
the Regional Natural Heritage System 
as determined through a Subwatershed 
Study, an Environmental Impact Assess-
ment or similar studies that examine a 
sufficiently large area.

Built boundary (GP): The limits of the 
developed urban area as defined by the 
Minister of Infrastructure in accordance 
with Policy 2.2.3.5.

Built-up areas (GP): All land within the 
built boundary.

Centres for Biodiversity (ROP): An area 
identified through a Regional Official Plan 
Amendment that encompasses existing 
natural heritage features and associated 
enhancements to the Key Features and 
is of sufficient size, quality and diversity 
that it can support a wide range of native 
species and ecological functions, accom-
modate periodic local extinctions, natural 
patterns of disturbance and renewal and 
those species that are area sensitive, and 
provide sufficient habitat to support pop-
ulations of native plants and animals in 
perpetuity. Any such amendment would 
be initiated after the day of adoption of 
this Plan (December 16, 2009) and shall 
include a detailed and precise justifica-
tion supporting the identification of the 
area, based on current principles of con-
servation biology.

Complete communities (ROP): Commu-
nities that meet people’s needs for daily 
living throughout an entire lifetime by 
providing convenient access to an ap-
propriate mix of jobs, local services, a full 
range of housing, and community infra-
structure including Affordable Housing, 
schools, recreation and open space for 
their residents. Convenient access to public 
transportation and options for safe, non-
motorized travel is also provided.

Complete communities (GP): Complete 
communities meet people’s needs for 
daily living throughout an entire lifetime 
by providing convenient access to an ap-
propriate mix of jobs, local services, a full 
range of housing, and community infra-
structure including affordable housing, 
schools, recreation and open space for 
their residents. Convenient access to public 
transportation and options for safe, non-
motorized travel is also provided.

Comprehensive review (PPS): a) For the 
purposes of policies 1.1.3.8 and 1.3.2.2, an 
official plan review which is initiated by 
a planning authority, or an official plan 
amendment which is initiated or adopted 
by a planning authority, which: 1. is based 
on a review of population and employ-
ment projections and which reflect pro-
jections and allocations by upper-tier 
municipalities and provincial plans, where 
applicable; considers alternative direc-
tions for growth or development; and 
determines how best to accommodate 
the development while protecting pro-
vincial interests; 2. utilizes opportunities 
to accommodate projected growth or de-
velopment through intensification and 
redevelopment; and considers physical 
constraints to accommodating the pro-
posed development within existing set-
tlement area boundaries; 3. is integrated 
with planning for infrastructure and pub-
lic service facilities, and considers financial 
viability over the life cycle of these assets, 
which may be demonstrated through as-

set management planning; 4. confirms 
sufficient water quality, quantity and as-
similative capacity of receiving water are 
available to accommodate the proposed 
development; 5. confirms that sewage 
and water services can be provided in ac-
cordance with policy 1.6.6; and 6. consid-
ers cross-jurisdictional issues.

Conservation Authority (ROP): Conser-
vation Halton (Halton Region Conservation 
Authority) or Credit Valley Conservation 
(Authority) or the Grand River Conserva-
tion Authority.

Conserved (PPS): The identification, pro-
tection, management and use of built 
heritage resources, cultural heritage land-
scapes and archaeological resources in a 
manner that ensures their cultural herit-
age value or interest is retained under 
the Ontario Heritage Act. This may be 
achieved by the implementation of rec-
ommendations set out in a conservation 
plan, archaeological assessment, and/
or heritage impact assessment. Mitiga-
tive measures and/or alternative devel-
opment approaches can be included in 
these plans and assessments.

Cultural heritage resources (ROP): Ele-
ments of the Regional landscape which, 
by themselves, or together with the asso-
ciated environment, are unique or repre-
sentative of past human activities or events. 
Such elements may include built heritage 
resources, cultural heritage landscapes, 
and archaeological resources.

Designated greenfield areas (GP): The 
area within a settlement area that is not 
built-up area. Where a settlement area 
does not have a built boundary, the en-
tire settlement area is considered desig-
nated greenfield area.

Designated greenfield areas (ROP): 
The area within the Urban Area that is 
not Built-Up Area.
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Density targets (GP): The density tar-
get for urban growth centres is defined 
in Policies 2.2.4.5 and 2.2.4.6. The den-
sity target for designated greenfield ar-
eas is defined in Policies 2.2.7.2,  2.2.7.3 
and 2.2.7.5.

Development (ROP): The creation of a 
new lot, a change in land use, or the con-
struction of buildings and structures, any 
of which requires approval under the Plan-
ning Act, or that are subject to the Envi-
ronmental Assessment Act, but does not 
include: 226(1) activities that create or 
maintain infrastructure authorized un-
der an environmental assessment proc-
ess, 226(2) works subject to the Drainage 
Act, or 226(3) within the Greenbelt Plan 
Area, the carrying out of agricultural prac-
tices on land that was being used for ag-
ricultural uses on the date the Greenbelt 
Plan 2005 came into effect.

Development (PPS): The creation of a 
new lot, a change in land use, or the con-
struction of buildings and structures re-
quiring approval under the Planning Act, 
but does not include: a) activities that cre-
ate or maintain infrastructure authorized 
under an environmental assessment proc-
ess; b) works subject to the Drainage Act; 
or c) for the purposes of policy 2.1.4(a), un-
derground or surface mining of minerals 
or advanced exploration on mining lands 
in significant areas of mineral potential in 
Ecoregion 5E, where advanced explora-
tion has the same meaning as under the 
Mining Act. Instead, those matters shall 
be subject to policy 2.1.5(a).

Ecological functions (ROP): The natu-
ral processes, products or services that 
living and non-living environments pro-
vide or perform within or between spe-
cies, ecosystems and landscapes. These 
may include biological, physical and so-
cio-economic interactions.

Ecological functions (PPS): The natu-
ral processes, products or services that 
living and non-living environments pro-
vide or perform within or between spe-
cies, ecosystems and landscapes. These 
may include biological, physical and so-
cio-economic interactions.

Employment areas (ROP): Areas des-
ignated in an official plan for clusters of 
business and economic activities includ-
ing, but not limited to, manufacturing, 
warehousing, offices and associated re-
tails and ancillary facilities.

Employment areas (PPS): Those areas 
designated in an official plan for clusters 
of business and economic activities in-
cluding, but not limited to, manufactur-
ing, warehousing, offices, and associated 
retail and ancillary facilities.

Facility (D-1-3): A transportational, com-
mercial, industrial, agricultural, intensive 
recreational or utilities/services building 
or structure and/or associated lands (e.g. 
abattoir, airport, railway, sewage treat-
ment plant, landfill, manufacturing plant, 
generation stations, sports/concerts sta-
dium, etc.) which produce(s) one or more 
‘adverse effect(s)’ on a neighbouring 
property or properties. For specific de-
tails on some of these facilities, see Pro-
cedure D-1-2.

Fish habitat (ROP): Spawning grounds 
and nursery, rearing, food supply, and 
migration areas on which fish depend di-
rectly or indirectly in order to carry out 
their life processes.

Fish habitat (PPS): As defined in the Fish-
eries Act, means spawning grounds and 
any other areas, including nursery, rear-
ing, food supply, and migration areas on 
which fish depend directly or indirectly in 
order to carry out their life processes.

Freight-supportive (PPS): In regard to 
land use patterns, means transportation 
systems and facilities that facilitate the 
movement of goods. This includes pol-
icies or programs intended to support 
efficient freight movement through the 
planning, design and operation of land use 
and transportation systems. Approaches 
may be recommended in guidelines de-
veloped by the Province or based on mu-
nicipal approaches that achieve the same 
objectives.

Full cost (GP): The full cost of providing 
water and wastewater services includes the 
source protection costs, operating costs, 
financing costs, renewal and replacement 
costs and improvement costs associated 
with extracting, treating or distributing 
water to the public, and collecting, treat-
ing or discharging wastewater.

Greater Golden Horseshoe (“GGH”) (GP): 
The geographic area designated as the 
Greater Golden Horseshoe growth plan 
area in Ontario Regulation 416/05.

Habitat of endangered species and 
threatened species (PPS): a) With re-
spect to a species listed on the Species 
at Risk in Ontario List as an endangered 
or threatened species for which a regu-
lation made under clause 55(1)(a) of the 
Endangered Species Act, 2007 is in force, 
the area prescribed by that regulation as 
the habitat of the species; or b) with re-
spect to any other species listed on the 
Species at Risk in Ontario List as an en-
dangered or threatened species, an area 
on which the species depends, directly or 
indirectly, to carry on its life processes, 
including life processes such as repro-
duction, rearing, hibernation, migration 
or feeding, as approved by the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources; and places 
in the areas described in clause (a) or (b), 
whichever is applicable, that are used by 
members of the species as dens, nests, hi-
bernacula or other residences.
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Halton (ROP): The area within the Re-
gional Municipality of Halton and/or its 
people.

Hamlet (ROP): An area so designated on 
Map 1, in accordance with Section 103 of 
this Plan [the ROP].

Heritage attributes (PPS): The princi-
pal features or elements that contribute 
to a protected heritage property’s cul-
tural heritage value or interest, and may 
include the property’s built or manufac-
tured elements, as well as natural land-
forms, vegetation, water features, and its 
visual setting (including significant views 
or vistas to or from a protected heritage 
property).

Highway (ROP): A common and public 
road, street, avenue, parkway, driveway, 
square, place, bridge, viaduct or trestle, 
any part of which is intended for or used 
by the general public for the passage of 
vehicles and includes the area between 
the lateral property lines thereof.

Hydrologic functions (PPS): The func-
tions of the hydrological cycle that include 
the occurrence, circulation, distribution 
and chemical and physical properties of 
water on the surface of the land, in the 
soil and underlying rocks, and in the at-
mosphere, and water’s interaction with 
the environment including its relation to 
living things.

Incidental uses (ROP): A use (e.g., swim-
ming pool) normally accessory to but not 
an essential part of an existing use.

Individual on-site sewage services (PPS): 
Sewage systems, as defined in O. Reg. 
332/12 under the Building Code Act, 1992, 
that are owned, operated and managed 
by the owner of the property upon which 
the system is located.

Individual on-site water services (PPS): 
Individual, autonomous water supply sys-
tems that are owned, operated and man-
aged by the owner of the property upon 
which the system is located.

Industry, Industrial Land Use or Indus-
trial Facility (D-1-3): A facility or activity 
relating to: the assemblage and storage 
of substances/goods/raw materials; their 
processing and manufacturing; and/or 
the packaging and shipping of finished 
products.

Influence Area/Potential Influence Area 
(D-1-3): The area(s) at, above or below 
grade, associated with a ‘facility’ that is 
subject to one or more ‘adverse effect(s)’ 
which may be of varying duration, fre-
quency and distance of dispersal. This 
is an actual ‘influence area’. A ‘potential 
influence area’ identifies where adverse 
effects are generally expected to occur. 
An ‘influence area’ or ‘potential influence 
area’ acts as a potential constraint for ‘sen-
sitive land use’, or conversely on the es-
tablishment of a ‘facility’, unless evidence 
is provided that’adverse effects’ are not 
a problem, or can be satisfactorily miti-
gated to the level of ‘trivial impact’.

Infrastructure (PPS): Physical structures 
(facilities and corridors) that form the 
foundation for development. Infrastruc-
ture includes: sewage and water systems, 
septage treatment systems, stormwater 
management systems, waste management 
systems, electricity generation facilities, 
electricity transmission and distribution 
systems, communications/telecommuni-
cations, transit and transportation corri-
dors and facilities, oil and gas pipelines 
and associated facilities.

Intensification (GP): The development 
of a property, site or area at a higher 
density than currently exists through: a) 
redevelopment, including the reuse of 

brownfield sites; b) the development of 
vacant and/or underutilized lots within 
previously developed areas; c) infill de-
velopment; or d) the expansion or con-
version of existing buildings (Provincial 
Policy Statement, 2005).

Intensification (PPS): The development 
of a property, site or area at a higher den-
sity than currently exists through: a) re-
development, including the reuse of 
brownfield sites; b) the development of 
vacant and/or underutilized lots within 
previously developed areas; c) infill de-
velopment; and d) the expansion or con-
version of existing buildings.

Intensification areas (GP): Lands identi-
fied by municipalities or the Minister of In-
frastructure within a settlement area that 
are to be the focus for accommodating 
intensification. Intensification areas in-
clude urban growth centres, intensifica-
tion corridors, major transit station areas, 
and other major opportunities that may 
include infill, redevelopment, brownfield 
sites, the expansion or conversion of ex-
isting buildings and greyfields.

Intensification corridors (GP): Inten-
sification areas along major roads, ar-
terials or higher order transit corridors 
that have the potential to provide a fo-
cus for higher density mixed-use devel-
opment consistent with planned transit 
service levels.

Inter-modal facilities (GP): A location 
where transfers between modes can be 
made as part of a single journey. For ex-
ample, a typical freight inter-modal facility 
is a rail yard where containers are trans-
ferred between trucks and trains.

Key Features (ROP): Ecologically support-
ing areas adjacent to Key Features and/
or measures internal to the Key Features 
that increase the ecological resilience 
and function of individual Key Features 
or groups of Key Features.
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Landforms (ROP): Distinctive physical 
attributes of land such as slope, shape, 
elevation and relief.

Linkage (ROP): An area intended to pro-
vide connectivity supporting a range of 
community and ecosystem processes ena-
bling plants and animals to move between 
Key Features over multiple generations. 
Linkages are preferably associated with 
the presence of existing natural areas and 
functions and they are to be established 
where they will provide an important 
contribution to the long term sustain-
ability of the Regional Natural Heritage 
System. They are not meant to interfere 
with normal farm practice. The extent 
and location of the linkages can be as-
sessed in the context of both the scale of 
the proposed development or site alter-
ation, and the ecological functions they 
contribute to the Regional Natural Her-
itage System.

Major facilities (PPS): Facilities which 
may require separation from sensitive 
land uses, including but not limited to air-
ports, transportation infrastructure and 
corridors, rail facilities, marine facilities, 
sewage treatment facilities, waste man-
agement systems, oil and gas pipelines, 
industries, energy generation facilities 
and transmission systems, and resource 
extraction activities.

Major goods movement facilities and 
corridors (PPS): Transportation facilities 
and corridors associated with the inter- 
and intra-provincial movement of goods. 
Examples include: intermodal facilities, 
ports, airports, rail facilities, truck termi-
nals, freight corridors, freight facilities, 
and haul routes and primary transporta-
tion corridors used for the movement of 
goods. Approaches that are freight-sup-
portive may be recommended in guide-
lines developed by the Province or based 
on municipal approaches that achieve the 
same objectives.

Major highway (ROP): A Provincial High-
way, a Major Arterial, a MultiPurpose Arte-
rial, or a Minor Arterial as shown on Map 
3 of this Plan [the ROP].

Major transit station areas (GP): The 
area including and around any existing 
or planned higher order transit station 
within a settlement area; or the area in-
cluding and around a major bus depot in 
an urban core. Station areas generally are 
defined as the area within an approximate 
500 m radius of a transit station, repre-
senting about a 10-minute walk.

Marine facilities (PPS): Ferries, harbours, 
ports, ferry terminals, canals and associ-
ated uses, including designated lands for 
future marine facilities.

Minimum distance separation formu-
lae (PPS): Formulae and guidelines devel-
oped by the Province, as amended from 
time to time, to separate uses so as to 
reduce incompatibility concerns about 
odour from livestock facilities.

Modal share (GP): The percentage of 
person-trips or of freight movements 
made by one travel mode, relative to 
the total number of such trips made by 
all modes.

Multimodal Transportation System (PPS): 
A transportation system which may in-
clude several forms of transportation such 
as automobiles, walking, trucks, cycling, 
buses, rapid transit, rail (such as commuter 
and freight), air and marine.

Municipal comprehensive review (GP): 
An official plan review, or an official plan 
amendment, initiated by a municipality 
that comprehensively applies the policies 
and schedules of this Plan [the GP].

Municipal sewage services: A sewage 
works within the meaning of section 1 of 
the Ontario Water Resources Act that is 
owned or operated by a municipality.

Municipal water and wastewater sys-
tems (GP): Municipal water systems, are 
all or part of a drinking-water system – 
a) that is owned by a municipality or by 
a municipal service board established 
under section 195 of the Municipal Act, 
2001 b) that is owned by a corporation 
established under section 203 of the Mu-
nicipal Act, 2001 c) from which a munici-
pality obtains or will obtain water under 
the terms of a contract between the mu-
nicipality and the owner of the system, or 
d) that is in a prescribed class of munici-
pal drinking-water systems as defined in 
regulation under the Safe Drinking Wa-
ter Act, 2002. And, municipal wastewater 
systems are any sewage works owned or 
operated by a municipality.

Natural environment (ROP): The air, 
land and water, or any combination or 
part thereof.

Natural features (ROP): Features and/or 
areas which are important for their envi-
ronmental and social values as a legacy of 
the natural landscapes of an area.

Natural heritage features and areas (PPS): 
Features and areas, including significant 
wetlands, significant coastal wetlands, 
other coastal wetlands in Ecoregions 5E, 
6E and 7E, fish habitat, significant wood-
lands and significant valleylands in Ecore-
gions 6E and 7E (excluding islands in Lake 
Huron and the St. Marys River), habitat 
of endangered species and threatened 
species, significant wildlife habitat, and 
significant areas of natural and scientific 
interest, which are important for their en-
vironmental and social values as a legacy 
of the natural landscapes of an area.

Natural heritage systems (PPS): A sys-
tem made up of natural heritage features 
and areas, and linkages intended to pro-
vide connectivity (at the regional or site 
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level) and support natural processes which 
are necessary to maintain biological and 
geological diversity, natural functions, vi-
able populations of indigenous species, 
and ecosystems. These systems can in-
clude natural heritage features and areas, 
federal and provincial parks and conser-
vation reserves, other natural heritage 
features, lands that have been restored 
or have the potential to be restored to a 
natural state, areas that support hydro-
logic functions, and working landscapes 
that enable ecological functions to con-
tinue. The Province has a recommended 
approach for identifying natural herit-
age systems, but municipal approaches 
that achieve or exceed the same objec-
tive may also be used.

Negative impacts (ROP): 260.2(1) in re-
gard to water, degradation to the quality 
and quantity of water, sensitive surface 
water features and sensitive groundwa-
ter features, and their related hydrologic 
functions, due to single, multiple or suc-
cessive development or site alteration 
activities; 260.2(2) in regard to fish hab-
itat, any permanent alteration to, or de-
struction of fish habitat, except where, 
in conjunction with the appropriate au-
thorities, it has been authorized under 
the Fisheries Act; and 260.2(3) in regard 
to other components of the Regional Nat-
ural Heritage System, degradation that 
threatens the health and integrity of the 
natural features or ecological functions 
for which an area is identified due to sin-
gle, multiple or successive development 
or site alteration activities.

Negative impacts (PPS): a) In regard to 
policy ... 1.6.6.5, degradation to the qual-
ity and quantity of water, sensitive surface 
water features and sensitive ground wa-
ter features, and their related hydrologic 
functions, due to single, multiple or suc-
cessive development. Negative impacts 

should be assessed through environmen-
tal studies including hydrogeological or 
water quality impact assessments, in ac-
cordance with provincial standards; …

Normal farm practices (ROP): A prac-
tice that: 261.1(1) is conducted in a man-
ner consistent with proper and acceptable 
customs and standards as established 
and followed by similar agricultural op-
erations under similar circumstances, or 
261.1(2) makes use of innovative technol-
ogy in a manner consistent with proper 
advanced farm management practices. If 
required, the determination of whether 
a farm practice is a normal farm practice 
shall be in accordance with the provi-
sion of the Farming and Food Produc-
tion Protection Act, including the final 
arbitration on normal farm practices by 
the Farm Practices Protection Board un-
der the Act.

Objectives (ROP): A statement about the 
social, economic, and/or physical environ-
ment derived from a goal and for which 
the degree of attainment is in some way 
measurable. It may be conceived as an 
“attainable goal” or part of a goal.

Partial services (PPS): a) Municipal sew-
age services or private communal sew-
age services and individual onsite water 
services; or b) municipal water services or 
private communal water services and in-
dividual on-site sewage services.

Planned corridors (ROP): Corridors iden-
tified through Provincial Plans, this Plan, 
or preferred alignment(s) determined 
through the Environmental Assessment 
Act process which are required to meet 
projected needs.

Policy (ROP): A statement which guides 
the use of the municipality’s powers in the 
pursuit of its goals and objectives.

Prime agricultural areas (ROP) - Areas 
where prime agricultural lands predom-
inate. Prime Agricultural Areas have been 
identified by the Region through an agri-
cultural evaluation system approved by 
the Province and are identified on Map 
1E of this Plan. Sections 139.9, 139.9.1 and 
139.9.2 set out policies for land within 
Prime Agricultural Areas.

Prime agricultural areas (PPS): Areas 
where prime agricultural lands predom-
inate. This includes areas of prime ag-
ricultural lands and associated Canada 
Land Inventory Class 4 through 7 lands, 
and additional areas where there is a lo-
cal concentration of farms which exhibit 
characteristics of ongoing agriculture. 
Prime agricultural areas may be identi-
fied by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture 
and Food using guidelines developed by 
the Province as amended from time to 
time. A prime agricultural area may also 
be identified through an alternative agri-
cultural land evaluation system approved 
by the Province.

Prime agricultural lands (ROP): Specialty 
crop lands and those lands of agricultural 
soils classes 1, 2 and 3 (and combination 
equivalents thereof), as defined in the 
Canada Land Inventory of Soil Capabil-
ity for Agriculture, in this order of prior-
ity for protection.

Prime agricultural lands (PPS): Specialty 
crop areas and/or Canada Land Inventory 
Class 1, 2, and 3 lands, as amended from 
time to time, in this order of priority for 
protection.

Private communal sewage services 
(PPS): A sewage works within the mean-
ing of section 1 of the Ontario Water Re-
sources Act that serves six or more lots 
or private residences and is not owned 
by a municipality.
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Protected heritage property (PPS): Prop-
erty designated under Parts IV, V or VI of 
the Ontario Heritage Act; property sub-
ject to a heritage conservation easement 
under Parts II or IV of the Ontario Heritage 
Act; property identified by the Province 
and prescribed public bodies as provin-
cial heritage property under the Stand-
ards and Guidelines for Conservation of 
Provincial Heritage Properties; property 
protected under federal legislation, and 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

Provincial and federal requirements (PPS): 
b) In regard to policy 2.1.6, legislation and 
policies administered by the federal or 
provincial governments for the purpose 
of fisheries protection (including fish and 
fish habitat), and related, scientifically es-
tablished standards such as water quality 
criteria for protecting lake trout popula-
tions...; c) In regard to policy 2.1.7, legis-
lation and policies administered by the 
provincial government or federal gov-
ernment, where applicable, for the pur-
pose of protecting species at risk and 
their habitat.

Public service facilities (PPS): Land, build-
ings and structures for the provision of 
programs and services provided or sub-
sidized by a government or other body, 
such as social assistance, recreation, po-
lice and fire protection, health and edu-
cational programs, and cultural services. 
Public service facilities do not include in-
frastructure.

Quality and quantity of water (PPS): 
Measured by indicators associated with 
hydrologic function such as minimum 
base flow, depth to water table, aqui-
fer pressure, oxygen levels, suspended 
solids, temperature, bacteria, nutrients 
and hazardous contaminants, and hy-
drologic regime.

Rail facilities (PPS): Rail corridors, rail 
sidings, train stations, inter-modal facil-
ities, rail yards and associated uses, in-
cluding designated lands for future rail 
facilities.

Redevelopment (PPS): The creation of 
new units, uses or lots on previously de-
veloped land in existing communities, in-
cluding brownfield sites.

Region (ROP): The Council and admin-
istration of the Regional Municipality of 
Halton.

Regional market area (PPS): Refers to 
an area that has a high degree of social 
and economic interaction. The upper 
or single-tier municipality, or planning 
area, will normally serve as the regional 
market area. However, where a regional 
market area extends significantly beyond 
these boundaries, then the regional mar-
ket area may be based on the larger mar-
ket area. Where regional market areas 
are very large and sparsely populated, a 
smaller area, if defined in an official plan, 
may be utilized.

Right to farm (ROP): The right of a farmer 
to lawfully pursue agriculture in areas 
where agriculture is permitted by this 
Plan. This definition includes the right 
to move farm equipment in the pursuit 
of agriculture.

Rural areas (PPS): A system of lands within 
municipalities that may include rural set-
tlement areas, rural lands, prime agricul-
tural areas, natural heritage features and 
areas, and resource areas.

Rural clusters (ROP): An area so des-
ignated in an approved Local Official 
Plan, in accordance with Section 104 of 
this Plan.

Sensitive Land Use (D-1-3): A building, 
‘amenity area’ or outdoor space where 
routine or normal activities occurring at 

reasonably expected times would expe-
rience 1 or more ‘adverse effect(s)’ from 
contaminant discharges generated by a 
nearby ‘facility’. The ‘sensitive land use’ 
may be a part ofthe natural or built envi-
ronment. Depending upon the particu-
lar ‘facility’ involved, a sensitive land use 
and associated activities may include one 
or a combination of:

i. residences or facilities where people sleep 
(e.g. singleand multi-unit dwellings, nurs-
ing homes, hospitals,trailer parks, camping 
grounds, etc.). These uses areconsidered 
to be sensitive 24 hours/day.

ii. a permanent structure for non-facility 
related use,particularly of an institutional 
nature (e.g. schools,churches, community 
centres, day care centres).

iii. certain outdoor recreational uses 
deemed by amunicipality or other level 
of government to be sensitive (e.g. trailer 
park, picnic area, etc.).

iv. certain agricultural operations (e.g. 
cattle raising,mink farming, cash crops 
and orchards).

v. bird/wildlife habitats or sanctuaries.

Sensitive land uses (PPS): Buildings, 
amenity areas, or outdoor spaces where 
routine or normal activities occurring at 
reasonably expected times would expe-
rience one or more adverse effects from 
contaminant discharges generated by a 
nearby major facility. Sensitive land uses 
may be a part of the natural or built envi-
ronment. Examples may include, but are 
not limited to: residences, day care centres, 
and educational and health facilities. 

Sensitive surface water features and 
sensitive ground water features (PPS): 
Areas that are particularly susceptible to 
impacts from activities or events includ-
ing, but not limited to, water withdraw-
als, and additions of pollutants.
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Settlement areas (GP): Urban areas and 
rural settlement areas within municipal-
ities (such as cities, towns, villages and 
hamlets) where: a) development is con-
centrated and which have a mix of land 
uses; and b) lands have been designated in 
an official plan for development over the 
long term planning horizon provided for 
in the Provincial Policy Statement, 2005. 
Where there are no lands that have been 
designated over the long-term, the settle-
ment area may be no larger than the area 
where development is concentrated.

Significant (ROP): 276.4(1) in regard to 
wetlands, an area as defined under Sec-
tion 276.5 of this Plan; 276.4(2) in regard 
to coastal wetlands and areas of natu-
ral and scientific interest, an area iden-
tified as provincially significant by the 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources us-
ing evaluation procedures established by 
the Province, as amended from time to 
time; 276.4(3) in regard to the habitat of 
endangered species and threatened spe-
cies, the habitat, as approved by the On-
tario Ministry of Natural Resources, that is 
necessary for the maintenance, survival, 
and/or the recovery of naturally occur-
ring or reintroduced populations of en-
dangered species or threatened species, 
and where those areas of occurrence are 
occupied or habitually occupied by the 
species during all or any part(s) of its life 
cycle; 276.4(4) in regard to woodlands, 
an area as defined by Section 277 of this 
Plan; and, 276.4(5) in regard to other com-
ponents of the Regional Natural Heritage 
System, ecologically important in terms 
of features, functions, representation or 
amount, and contributing to the qual-
ity and diversity of an identifiable geo-
graphic area or natural heritage system.

Significant areas of natural and sci-
entific interest (PPS): Areas of land and 
water containing natural landscapes or 
features that have been identified as 

having life science or earth science val-
ues related to protection, scientific study 
or education.

Significant built heritage resources (PPS): 
A building, structure, monument, instal-
lation or any manufactured remnant that 
contributes to a property’s cultural her-
itage value or interest as identified by a 
community, including an Aboriginal com-
munity. Built heritage resources are gen-
erally located on property that has been 
designated under Parts IV or V of the On-
tario Heritage Act, or included on local, 
provincial and/or federal registers.

Significant cultural heritage landscapes 
(PPS): A defined geographical area that 
may have been modified by human ac-
tivity and is identified as having cultural 
heritage value or interest by a community, 
including an Aboriginal community. The 
area may involve features such as struc-
tures, spaces, archaeological sites or nat-
ural elements that are valued together for 
their interrelationship, meaning or associ-
ation. Examples may include, but are not 
limited to, heritage conservation districts 
designated under the Ontario Heritage 
Act; villages, parks, gardens, battlefields, 
mainstreets and neighbourhoods, cem-
eteries, trailways, viewsheds, natural ar-
eas and industrial complexes of heritage 
significance; and areas recognized by 
federal or international designation au-
thorities (e.g. a National Historic Site or 
District designation, or a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site).

Significant wetlands (ROP): 276.5(1) for 
lands within the Niagara Escarpment Plan 
Area, Provincially Significant Wetlands 
and wetlands as defined in the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan that make an impor-
tant ecological contribution to the Re-
gional Natural Heritage System; 276.5(2) 
for lands within the Greenbelt Plan Area 
but outside the Niagara Escarpment Area, 

Provincially Significant Wetlands and wet-
lands as defined in the Greenbelt Plan; 
276.5(3) for lands within the Regional 
Natural Heritage System but outside the 
Greenbelt Plan Area, Provincially Signif-
icant Wetlands and wetlands that make 
an important ecological contribution to 
the Regional Natural Heritage System; 
and, 276.5(4) outside the Regional Natu-
ral Heritage System, Provincially Signifi-
cant Wetlands.

Significant wetlands (PPS): a) In regard 
to wetlands, coastal wetlands and areas 
of natural and scientific interest, an area 
identified as provincially significant by 
the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 
using evaluation procedures established 
by the Province, as amended from time 
to time…

Significant wildlife habitat (PPS): Areas 
where plants, animals and other organ-
isms live, and find adequate amounts of 
food, water, shelter and space needed to 
sustain their populations. Specific wild-
life habitats of concern may include areas 
where species concentrate at a vulnera-
ble point in their annual or life cycle; and 
areas which are important to migratory 
or non-migratory species.

Significant woodland (ROP): A Wood-
land 0.5 ha or larger determined through 
a Watershed Plan, a Sub-watershed Study 
or a site-specific Environmental Impact 
Assessment to meet one or more of the 
four following criteria: 277(1) the Wood-
land contains forest patches over 99 years 
old, 277(2) the patch size of the Woodland 
is 2 ha or larger if it is located in the Ur-
ban Area, or 4 ha or larger if it is located 
outside the Urban Area but below the Es-
carpment Brow, or 10 ha or larger if it is 
located outside the Urban Area but above 
the Escarpment Brow, 277(3) the Wood-
land has an interior core area of 4 ha or 
larger, measured 100 m from the edge, 
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or 277(4) the Woodland is wholly or par-
tially within 50 m of a major creek or cer-
tain headwater creek or within 150 m of 
the Escarpment Brow.

Significant woodlands (PPS): b) in re-
gard to woodlands, an area which is 
ecologically important in terms of fea-
tures such as species composition, age 
of trees and stand history; functionally 
important due to its contribution to the 
broader landscape because of its loca-
tion, size or due to the amount of forest 
cover in the planning area; or economi-
cally important due to site quality, spe-
cies composition, or past management 
history. These are to be identified using 
criteria established by the Ontario Min-
istry of Natural Resources…

Significant valleylands (PPS): A natural 
area that occurs in a valley or other land-
form depression that has water flowing 
through or standing for some period of 
the year.

Site alteration (ROP): Activities, such as 
grading, excavation and the placement of 
fill that would change the landform and 
natural vegetative characteristics of a site 
but does not include normal farm practices 
unless such practices involve the removal 
of fill off the property or the introduction 
of fill from off-site locations.

Site alteration (PPS): Activities, such as 
grading, excavation and the placement 
of fill that would change the landform 
and natural vegetative characteristics of 
a site. For the purposes of policy 2.1.4(a), 
site alteration does not include under-
ground or surface mining of minerals or 
advanced exploration on mining lands 
in significant areas of mineral potential 
in Ecoregion 5E, where advanced explo-
ration has the same meaning as in the 
Mining Act. Instead, those matters shall 
be subject to policy 2.1.5(a).

Specialty crop areas (PPS): Areas desig-
nated using guidelines developed by the 
Province, as amended from time to time. 
In these areas, specialty crops are pre-
dominantly grown such as tender fruits 
(peaches, cherries, plums), grapes, other 
fruit crops, vegetable crops, greenhouse 
crops, and crops from agriculturally devel-
oped organic soil, usually resulting from: 
a) soils that have suitability to produce 
specialty crops, or lands that are subject 
to special climatic conditions, or a com-
bination of both; b) farmers skilled in the 
production of specialty crops; and c) a 
long-term investment of capital in areas 
such as crops, drainage, infrastructure and 
related facilities and services to produce, 
store, or process specialty crops.

Transit-supportive (GP): Makes transit 
viable and improves the quality of the 
experience of using transit. When used 
in reference to development, it often re-
fers to compact, mixed-use development 
that has a high level of employment and 
residential densities to support frequent 
transit service. When used in reference 
to urban design, it often refers to design 
principles that make development more 
accessible for transit users, such as roads 
laid out in a grid network rather than a dis-
continuous network; pedestrian-friendly 
built environment along roads to encour-
age walking to transit; reduced setbacks 
and placing parking at the sides/rear of 
buildings; and improved access between 
arterial roads and interior blocks in resi-
dential areas.

Transit-supportive (PPS): In regard to 
land use patterns, means development 
that makes transit viable and improves 
the quality of the experience of using 
transit. It often refers to compact, mixed-
use development that has a high level 
of employment and residential densi-
ties. Approaches may be recommended 

in guidelines developed by the Province 
or based on municipal approaches that 
achieve the same objectives.

Transportation corridors (GP): A thor-
oughfare and its associated buffer zone 
for passage or conveyance of vehicles or 
people. A transportation corridor includes 
any or all of the following: a) Major roads, 
arterial roads, and highways for moving 
people and goods; b) Rail lines/railways 
for moving people and goods; c) Transit 
rights-of-way/transitways including buses 
and light rail for moving people.

Transportation demand management 
(PPS): A set of strategies that result in more 
efficient use of the transportation system 
by influencing travel behaviour by mode, 
time of day, frequency, trip length, regu-
lation, route, or cost.

Transportation system (GP): A system 
consisting of corridors and rights-of-way 
for the movement of people and goods, 
and associated transportation facilities 
including transit stops and stations, cy-
cle lanes, bus lanes, high occupancy ve-
hicle lanes, rail facilities, park-and-ride 
lots, service centres, rest stops, vehicle 
inspection stations, inter-modal termi-
nals, harbours, and associated facilities 
such as storage and maintenance (Pro-
vincial Policy Statement, 2005).

Transportation system (PPS): A sys-
tem consisting of facilities, corridors and 
rights-of-way for the movement of peo-
ple and goods, and associated transpor-
tation facilities including transit stops and 
stations, sidewalks, cycle lanes, bus lanes, 
high occupancy vehicle lanes, rail facili-
ties, parking facilities, park’n’ride lots, serv-
ice centres, rest stops, vehicle inspection 
stations, inter-modal facilities, harbours, 
airports, marine facilities, ferries, canals 
and associated facilities such as storage 
and maintenance.
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Tree (ROP): Any species of woody per-
ennial plant, including its root system, 
which has reached or can reach a height 
of at least 4.5 m above ground at physi-
ological maturity.

Urban growth centres (GP): Locations 
set out in Schedule 4 [of the GP]. Urban 
growth centres will be delineated pursu-
ant to Policies 2.2.4.2 and 2.2.4.3.

Urban services (ROP): Municipal wa-
ter and/or wastewater systems or com-
ponents thereof which are contained 
within or extended from Urban Area des-
ignations or from municipalities abutting 
Halton Region.

Utility (ROP): A water supply, storm water 
or wastewater system, gas or oil pipeline, 
the generation, transmission and distri-
bution of electric power including re-
newable energy systems, the generation, 
transmission and distribution of steam or 
hot water, towers, communication or tele-
communication facilities and other cabled 
services, a public transit or transportation 
system, licensed broadcasting receiving 
and transmitting facilities, or any other 
similar works or systems necessary to 
the public interest, but does not include 
a new sanitary landfill site, incineration 
facilities or large-scale packer and/or re-
cycling plants or similar uses.

Waste management systems (PPS): Sites 
and facilities to accommodate solid waste 
from one or more municipalities and in-
cludes recycling facilities, transfer stations, 
processing sites and disposal sites.

Watercourses (ROP): An identifiable de-
pression in the ground in which a flow of 
water regularly or continuously occurs.

Watershed management (ROP): The 
analysis, protection, development, op-
eration and maintenance of water, wa-
ter-related features, terrestrial resources 
and fisheries of a drainage basin.

Watershed plans (ROP): A plan used for 
managing human activities and natural 
resources in an area defined by water-
shed boundaries. Watershed Plans shall 
include, but are not limited to, the follow-
ing components: 289.2(1) a water budget 
and conservation plan; 289.2(2) land and 
water use and management strategies; 
289.2(3) a framework for implementation; 
289.2(4) an environmental monitoring 
plan; 289.2(5) requirements for the use 
of environmental management practices 
and programs; 289.2(6) criteria for evalu-
ating the protection of water quality and 
quantity, and key hydrologic features and 
functions; and 289.2(7) targets on a wa-
tershed or sub-watershed basis for the 
protection and restoration of riparian ar-
eas and the establishment of natural self-
sustaining vegetation.

Wetland (ROP): Lands that are seasonally 
or permanently covered by shallow wa-
ter, as well as lands where the water ta-
ble is close to or at the surface. In either 
case, the presence of abundant water has 
caused the formation of hydric soils and 
has favoured the dominance of either hy-
drophytic or water tolerant plants. The 
four major types of wetlands are swamps, 
marshes, bogs and fens. Periodically soaked 
or wet lands being used for agricultural 
purposes which no longer exhibit wetland 
characteristics are not considered to be 
wetlands for the purposes of this defini-
tion. Within the Greenbelt Plan Area, wet-
lands include only those that have been 
identified by the Ministry of Natural Re-
sources or by any other person, accord-
ing to evaluation procedures established 
by the Ministry of Natural Resources, as 
amended from time to time.
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