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TO: Halton Physicians, Nurse Practitioners, Emergency Departments, other Healthcare Providers
FROM: Dr. Patrick Galange, Associate Medical Officer of Health

DATE: August 16, 2024

RE: Increase in mpox activity in Ontario

QUICK FACTS

Since mid-January 2024, there has been a spike in the number of mpox cases in Ontario. Between
January 1 and July 17, 2024, a total of 95 confirmed cases have been reported, up from only 33 confirmed
cases in all of 2023.

There is an ongoing outbreak spanning multiple countries in Africa, which was declared a public health
emergency by the Africa CDC on August 13, 2024. On August 14, 2024, the WHO declared this a Public
Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC).

Although rates in Halton remain low, we strongly recommend that clinicians remain vigilant for new
infections. Immunization against mpox is available through primary care providers and at Halton public
health clinics.

The mpox (Imvamune®) vaccine can now be ordered for pre-exposure prophylaxis using the High-Risk
Vaccine Form and faxing it to 905-465-3403. If your facility has not ordered other vaccines within the same
cycle, please include a temperature log with the 30 most recent days. Orders will be fulfilled based on the
current Vaccine Distribution Schedule.

KEY MESSAGES FOR HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS

Encourage vaccination among eligible patients with the full two-dose series of Imvamune®.

Keep mpox on the differential diagnosis. Maintain a high index of suspicion and low threshold to test for
mpox in gay, bisexual, and other men who have sex with men with compatible signs and symptoms. Be
sure to assess travel history.

Refer to PHO’s Monkeypox Virus Test Information Sheet for up-to-date information on who to test, sample
collection and submission.

Consider providing STI and HIV screening to anyone suspected of having acquired mpox through sexual
contact.

Consider Tecovirmat (TPoxx®) Antiviral medication for patients at high risk for severe disease, following
the latest Ministry of Health protocols.

Report all suspected and confirmed mpox cases immediately to Halton Region Public Health at 905-825-
6000 (or toll-free at 1-866-442-5866) or dial 311 if calling within Halton Region.

Continue to follow infection control practices as per Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations for
Mpox in Health Care Settings.



https://www.halton.ca/getmedia/acfb12ea-edfe-4fd9-a69d-7e3b2aa5c58c/HE-health-care-provider-vaccine-order-form.aspx
https://www.halton.ca/getmedia/acfb12ea-edfe-4fd9-a69d-7e3b2aa5c58c/HE-health-care-provider-vaccine-order-form.aspx
https://www.halton.ca/For-Business/Information-for-Physicians/Vaccine-Information#distribution
https://www.ontario.ca/page/mpox-monkeypox#section-4
https://www.ontario.ca/page/mpox-monkeypox#section-4
https://url.ca.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/OVG8CL7rOqCknpZjcjtxtyyydW
https://url.ca.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/0oRuCMwvPrC240AOi1ujt8OyVk
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/M/2020/monkeypox-ipac-recommendations-healthcare-settings.pdf
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/M/2020/monkeypox-ipac-recommendations-healthcare-settings.pdf

IMVAMUNE® VACCINE

¢ The mpox (Imvamune®) vaccine can now be ordered for pre-exposure prophylaxis using the High-Risk
Vaccine Form and faxing it to 905-465-3403. If your facility has not ordered other vaccines within the same
cycle, please include a temperature log with the 30 most recent days. Orders will be fulfilled based on the
current Vaccine Distribution Schedule.

¢ The Imvamune® vaccine will be delivered refrigerated between 2°C and 8°C and can remain in
refrigeration until the use-by date and time labelled on each vial. This is different than the vaccine expiry.

¢ Imvamune® vaccine for post-exposure vaccination requires an assessment of the risk of exposure by
Halton Region Public Health.

KEY MESSAGES FOR PATIENTS

e Halton Region Public Health Sexual Health Clinic is offering the Imvamune® vaccine for pre-exposure
vaccination by appointment only to individuals who meet Ontario’s current eligibility criteria. Eligible
individuals can book an appointment online; no OHIP card or ID is required. Imvamune® can also be
administered by your primary care provider.

e Travel is not currently an indication for the Imvamune® vaccine unless you are an individual who meets
Ontario’s current eligibility criteria.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

¢ Public Health Ontario Mpox Resources

e Ministry of Health Recommendations for the management of cases and contacts of mpox in Ontario
e Mpox Antiviral Guidance for Health Care Providers

Please report all suspected/confirmed cases of Diseases of Public Health Significance to Public Health
immediately by calling 311, 905-825-6000 or toll free at 1-866-442-5866.

PLEASE POST IN EMERGENCY DEPARTMENTS AND PHYSICIAN LOUNGES
IF YOU CAN’T ACCESS HYPERLINKS, PLEASE SIGN UP FOR ELECTRONIC UPDATES BY EMAILING DOCTORS@HALTON.CA
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https://www.ontario.ca/page/mpox-monkeypox#section-4
https://www.halton.ca/For-Residents/Sexual-Health/Sexual-Health-Clinics
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/Diseases-and-Conditions/Infectious-Diseases/Vector-Borne-Zoonotic-Diseases/mpox
https://www.ontario.ca/files/2024-05/moh-ophs-ref-monkeypox-case-contact-managment-reccommendations-en-2024-05-13.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/files/2024-02/moh-mpox-antiviral-guidance-hcp-v2-2-en-2024-02-26.pdf
https://www.halton.ca/For-Residents/Immunizations-Preventable-Disease/Diseases-Infections/Reportable-Diseases
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